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Background 
 
This declaration represents the consolidated 
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Declaration on Common Standpoint 
of Small-scale Fisher-folk Network 

‘Small-scale Fisher-folk, Sustainable 
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the timely enactment and proper 
enforcement of laws related to the discharge 
of waste water into the sea, zoning of 
industrial, tourism and conservation activities 
in coastal areas, community land title 
documents, and protecting and securing the 
settlements and livelihoods of coastal small-
scale fisher
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collaborative process which engages coastal 
small-scale fisher-folk communities, related 
local government agencies and other 
important local stakeholders. 

17. Expedite the resolution of existing conflicts 
related to access to land and natural 
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reduce the negative impacts of middlemen. 
The government should also introduce 
environmental safeguards to mitigate issues 
like inadequate sanitation and industrial 
pollution in coastal areas in order to improve 
food safety and consumer confidence. 

 
Safety at Sea and Climate Change 
 
19. Develop risk information and warning 

systems so that coastal small-scale fisher-
folk communities have access to accurate 
and comprehensive information in assessing 
potential threats. 

20. Support capacity building activities related to 
climate change for coastal small-scale fisher-
folk communities. Develop a knowledge 
base, strengthen skills, raise awareness and 
increase understanding in order to prepare 
small-scale fisher-folk to be able to cope with 
the potential impacts of climate change. 

21. Support coastal small-scale fisher-folk 
communities in developing natural disaster 
management plans in order to address the 
potential impacts that natural disasters might 
have upon housing and settlements, 
infrastructure and utilities, way-of-life and 
livelihoods, and natural resources, 
ecosystems and the environment. 

22. Coordinate, support and facilitate the various 
related government agencies to achieve 
better integration of fishery management, 
natural resource and ecosystem 
management and natural disaster 
management, and to promote approaches 
which are sensitive to the local context, 
centered around multi-stakeholder 
participation and ecosystem-based. 

23. Promote, support and strengthen the 
capacity of coastal small-scale fisher-folk 
communities in developing plans for natural 
disaster preparedness, risk area mapping 
and early warning systems in order to 
increase their ability to address the potential 
impacts of natural disasters. 

24. Establish mechanisms and measures to 
promote and ensure safety at sea, in terms 
of the safety and security of both lives and 
property. There should be regular and 
consistent monitoring and checking for e.g. 
insurance, overloading etc. 

25. Promote and support coastal small-scale 
fisher-folk communities in developing 
additional and alternative livelihoods and 
occupations in order to provide them with 
supplementary sources of income and 
reduce their sole dependence on fishery 
livelihoods. 

26. Develop the capacity of local administration 
organization and local government agencies 

to apply spatial mapping approaches, 
ecosystem-based approaches, and land-use 
planning and zoning. Promote and support 
the development of rules and regulations to 
control house building and infrastructure 
construction in order that such activities do 
not unintentionally increase the risk or 
severity of natural disasters, e.g. roads which 
when constructed block natural rainwater 
drainage routes thereby increasing the risk 
and severity of flooding, poorly built housing 
and poorly constructed infrastructure unable 
to withstand the potential impacts of natural 
disasters etc. 
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management of fisheries and marine and 
coastal resources. 

31. The cabinet previously agreed to bring to a 
halt all industrial projects and special projects 
being implemented in the coastal zones of 
Thailand’s provinces, pending a review of 
development plans. The government should 
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decides not to adhere to the VG-SSF 
guidelines. 
 

• Civil society and the people’s sector will 
need to proactively advocate for adoption 
of the VG-SSF guidelines, and should 
persuade related government agencies 
to join in the campaign for adoption of 
the guidelines. 
 

• Special administrative areas such as 
Bangkok Metropolis might be excluded 
even if the VG-SSF guidelines are 
adopted. This would greatly reduce the 
value and impact of the guidelines, and 
so strategies for countering this must 
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08.30-09.00        Summary and Review of Day 1 
Facilitated by Ravadee Prasertcharoensuk, Director, Sustainable 
Development Foundation 

9.00-10.00     
  

Presentation of Summary Results from Day 1 Small Group Meetings 
Facilitated by Mr.Wichocksak Ronnarongpairee  Coordinator, Thailand 
Federation of Fisher Folk Association 

10.00-10.15     


	Facilitated by Mr.Bunjong Nasae  President, Thai Sea Watch Association

