


see how we could take our activity to a new level, so seminars on board (in the ship’s hold, not the 
easiest place for presentations and discussion) have been a regular feature of the voyage.   

Some interesting comparisons have emerged, between philosophical as well as institutional 
approaches to conservation.  For example, on the institutional level, all the former Yugoslav republics 
have semi-independent State Institutes for nature conservation charged with species protection, 
research and monitoring, and the designation of protected areas (though Serbia traces its Institute 
back to 1948, Croatia dates hers only to 2002).  But in Bulgaria, the ‘competent authority’ is the 
Ministry of Environment, with research contracted to university departments and specialist research 
institutes – all within the Academy of Sciences.  The consequence is a science-driven emphasis on 
‘basic’ ecological research, with the danger of an ‘implementation deficit’ with conservation 


