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Moreover, State conservation agencies need to appreciate how and why they are reporting on 
social indicators related to Protected Areas, as part of their overall capacity building to effectively 
protect biodiversity. This understanding needs to be effectively transmitted to the national 
authorities who set Protected Areas agency budgets and mandates. Protected Areas management 
effectiveness and the equitable benefit sharing arising from conservation need to be embedded in 
national development programmes and actions.

Furthermore, transparent reporting on the positive and negative impact of Protected Areas through 
social indicators helps to engage civil society (including indigenous peoples, local communities, 
traditional authorities, NGOs, faith-based institutions and private sector) in the shared obligation to 
conserve biodiversity and work cooperatively with State agencies and resist further degradation of 
biodiversity and ecosystems.

At the joint IUCN-CBD International Workshop on the Future of the CBD Programme of Work on 
Protected Areas, Jeju Island, South Korea (14-17 September 2009), members of the Strategic 
Direction on Governance, Communities, Equity and Livelihood Rights in Relation to Protected 
Areas (which includes TILCEPA and PAEL) and the WCPA Science and Management Strategic 
Direction identified the importance of State reporting on social assessment indicators (on 
governance, participation, equity, rights and livelihoods) within national and multilateral frameworks 
as a strategic area which could be strengthened. 

PAME-SAPA workshop background 

At the CEESP Steering Committee in Bangkok, Thailand (27-28 November 2009), it was agreed to 
hold a workshop to share experiences between three constituencies in the CEESP-WCPA cluster of 
IUCN Commissions, namely the Protected Areas Equity and Livelihoods (PAEL) taskforce, the 
Theme on Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, Equity and Protected Areas (TILCEPA), 
and the focal point on Protected Areas Management Evaluation (PAME) in the WCPA. This meeting 
was conducted in Bangkok, Thailand (18 19 February 2010) with the following objectives:

1. Review the current situation regarding social 
assessment in PA Management Evaluation and 
reporting;

2. Review the progress of PAEL’s Social Assessment in 
Protected Areas (SAPA) work;

3. Identify synergies and mutually reinforcing lessons 
between PAME and SAPA;

4. Discuss other potential opportunities to incorporate 
social assessments within conservation initiatives;

5. Set out a strategy and communication plan to help CBD 
Parties and stakeholders understand how social (SAP
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V  World Parks Congress (WPC) Recommendation 5.29 on Protected Areas & 
Poverty, Durban, South Africa (2003);

Publication on Protected Areas and Poverty launched at the World Conservation 
Congress in Bangkok, Thailand (2004);

Conservation organisations encouraged to fund the assessment of the economic 
and socio-cultural impacts occurring from the establishment and maintenance of 
Protected Areas, World Conservation Congress, Bangkok, Thailand (2004);

Poverty & Conservation Learning Group established; a forum that supports 
information exchange and enhanced knowledge on topics related to social 
dimensions of conservation initiatives (2005);
CBD COP8 side event organised by TILCEPA sub-group working on the links 
between PAs, Poverty reduction and livelihoods with other partners, Curitiba, Brazil 
(2006);

PAEL established as a joint Task Force of CEESP and WCPA (2006);

Vision 2020 workshop within UNEP WCMC – discussion on how to integrate socio-
economic data into the World Database on Protected Areas (2007);

Two regional PAEL taskforce workshops held in Thailand and Kenya (2007);

Groups and organisations members of the Poverty and Conservation Learning 
Group note the need for an agreed framework on Social Assessment in Protected 
Areas (SAPA)( 2007);

Side-event on SAPA at CBD POWPA meeting, Rome, Italy (2008);

Side-event at WCMC with practitioners/professionals from different organizations 
that have used social assessment methodologies to address different elements of a 
SAPA initiative and develop a working strategy, Cambridge, United Kingdom (2008);

SAPA methodologies workshops at CBD COP9, Bonn, Germany (2008);

SAPA methodologies workshops at WCC, Barcelona, Spain (2008);

Draft Report on Social Assessment of Protected Areas: A Review of rapid 
assessment methodologies prepared. Final Publication by IIED available in April 
2010.

Table 1: SAPA initiative Timeline of Activities
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SAPA is a concrete example of linking conservation with human rights. Social assessment, when 
transparent and participatory, 
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