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Southern Africa's wetlands are amongst the most diverse both physically and biologically of any 
in the world.  
 
Of the 1,285 species assessed at the regional scale, just over 7% are regionally threatened. When 
compared with the global level of threat to those taxonomic groups which have been comprehensively 
assessed (e.g. birds, 12% threatened; amphibians 32% threatened; mammals, 23% threatened), this 
figure appears relatively low. This relatively low level of threat is most likely a reflection of the current 
low level of development throughout the region. The exception is South Africa where development has 
been more exte
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(Lepomis macrochirus) and Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss). Tilapia sparrmanii has 
also been introduced and is reported to compete with native species for food. In another 
case, Sandelia capensis, a species widespread throughout the Western Cape, was 
introduced to the Olifants River System, where it is not native, via a local farmer in a 
misguided attempt to use an “indigenous” fish for mosquito control. It is now common and 
widespread in the Suurvlei River where it competes with Barbus erubescens, a native 
species, for food and it possibly also predates on juveniles. In another case where a native 
species has been introduced to an area outside its normal range, Labeobarbus capensis has 
been introduced above three waterfall barriers into the upper and middle Twee River by the 
Cape Department of Nature Conservation in an attempt to create a sanctuary for an 
indigenous fish. It is thought that this has had a negative impact on populations of B. 
erubescens above the falls. As a final example, Pseudobarbus phlegethon has gone extinct 
in the Jan Dissels River, a major tributary of the Olifants River, and is no longer found in 
mainstream areas where it probably occurred before the introduction of alien fishes. 
 
Habitat degradation is another substantial threat to fish
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fruit industry. Other threats come from shading of the habitat by alien invasive trees, such as 
Acacia spp., and loss of habitat through damming of streams. Alien fishes, especially rainbow 
trout, may also be a threat due to their predation of dragonfly larvae. 
 
The Berg river system: The main threats to the two threatened fish species, Barbus andrewi 
and Pseudobarbus burgi are once again invasive alien fishes and habitat degradation, with 
experts agreeing that the predatory impacts of smallmouth bass (
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is therefore expected that the overall status of southern Africa’s freshwater biodiversity will 
worsen as development pressures on natural resources increase. Indications from other more 
developed parts of the world are that the impact on freshwater ecosystems and their 
associated biodiversity will increase as development proceeds. In the Mediterranean basin, 
for example, the level of threat to freshwater species is extremely high (e.g. 59% of endemic 
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