TRAINING WORKSHOP
ON THE THEME :
Climate Change, Biological Diversity and Poverty Alleviation
In Central and West Africa : Status and Perspectives

1.) Background :

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), “many parts of the
world will become hotter ; droughts, floods and other forms of extreme meteorological
phenomena shall become more frequent and will threaten food supplies ; plants and animals
that will not be able to adjust will disappear ; sea levels are rising and continue to rise,
forcing hundreds of thousands of people living in coastal areas to migrate”. In fact, the issue
of climate change has become a major challenge for mankind as a whole. The latter is
looking for lasting solutions to this rather



2.) Objectiveof the workshop:

Theobjectiveof the workshopis to raiseawarenesof IUCNPACQOnembersand build their
capacitiegdo foster synergyin formulatingpoliciesandstrategiesto fight climatechange.

3.) Expectedoutputs :

3.1. Civil society and representativesof governmentsare sensitiveto problems of
climate changeandtheir effectson biodiversityconservationand on poverty in Centraland
WestAfrica;

3.2. Participantsacquire new knowledge,share lessonslearned, collaborationthat
havebeendevelopedand communicatenformationthat they haveon climatechange.

4.) Themesof the workshop:
Theworkshopshallcoverthe followingthemes:

X Internationalpolicieson mitigation andadaptationto climatechange;

X Impacts,vulnerability and adaptationin the context of developmentin relation to poverty
alleviation;

X Adaptnaturalresourcemanagemento climatevariationsin Centraland WestAfrica;
Methodsandtoolsfor planningand assessinghe effectsof climatechange;
Internationalfunding and their implementationmechanismawith regardsto climate
change.

The workshopwill adopt a participatory approachthrough oral and written presentation,
questionsand answersand group work that will discussrelevantissuesthat will be raised.
Thisapproachwill makeit possibleto answerthe followingtwo questions:

r How s information on climate changeto be sharedwith the variousactorsinvolved
in environmentalissues?

r How can collaborationon climate changebe strengthenedbetween civil societyin
CentralandWestAfrica?

5.) Participants:

The workshop will be attended by IUCNmembersof the PACOzone. They will include:
researcherspolicy — makers,governmentagenciesnational and international NGOs etc.
Theirparticipationat this workshopwill build their capacitiesand enablethem intervenein
climatechangeissuesat local,nationalandregionallevelsin Centraland WestAfrica.



