


widespread��bleaching��in��1998��that��affected��the��Indian��Ocean,��and��that��other��local��threats,��such��as��
sedimentation��and��crown��of��thorns��seastar��outbreaks,��were��also��important��determinants��of��reef��
health.��Fishing��pressure��was,��however,��very��high,��shown��by��the��absence��of��large��fish��and��top��
predators��at��all��survey��sites.��
��
Next,��the��Tara��stopped��at��St.��Brandons��Island��in��Mauritius,��from��22��April��to��6��May��–��a��small��set��of��
sand��islands��and��reefs��on��the��Cargados��Carajos��shoals��some��400��km��north��of��


