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Towards a Conservation Strategy 
for the World’s Temperate Grasslands
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protected within the global system of protected areas. 

Once home to some of the world’s greatest assemblages of wildlife (for example, North American bison, Argentina’s pampas 
deer and Asia’s saiga antelope), the remaining intact indigenous grasslands now support only remnant populations.  More than 
half of all temperate grasslands have been converted for crop production, forest plantations, urbanization and other land uses 
such as energy and mining development.  Much of the remainder is subject to intensive grazing.  These practices have led and 
are continuing to lead to habitat loss, declining biodiversity, desertification and fragmentation.  In addition, the specter of climate 
change is of ever-increasing concern.  

It is essential that we increase the level of conservation and protection of temperate grasslands, and minimize the threats to 
these important landscapes, if we are to ensure their future health and ecological viability.  Although the past few decades 
have seen impressive gains in the protection of nature in tropical rainforests, coral reefs and mountain landscapes, temperate 
grasslands have not been a visible part of the global conservation agenda.  The level of communications and international 
cooperation that exists for many other biomes simply has not been present for temperate grasslands.  

The Temperate Grasslands Conservation Initiative (TGCI) has been created to fill this gap, to serve as the center point for 
international communications and collaboration for the improved conservation and protection of the world’s indigenous temperate 
grasslands.  Through facilitating the development of a global strategy and regional action plans, the TGCI’s goal is to double the 
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Regional Conservation Action Plans
The approach to regional conservation planning for temperate 
grasslands will vary from region to region.  This variation is 
determined by such factors as the current level of protection and 
disturbance, the existing ecological condition and potential for 
connectivity, the possibility of restoration, the status of wildlife 
populations and ability for re-introductions, and the prospects for 
sustainable management and further protection.  These factors lead 
to the quality of temperate grasslands being classified from large 
and relatively intact landscapes to highly modified and fragmented 
landscape remnants. 

As stated previously, the greatest potential for large landscape level 
conservation lies in the Daurian steppe and Amur River basin of East 
Asia (eastern Mongolia, China and Russia); the Kazakh steppe; the 
Patagonia steppe; and the Northern Great Plains of North America.  

�¹ 	 Annual Funding Requirement: $200,000US

	 Undertake landscape level conservation planning within 
each of the four temperate grassland regions.  Funding is 
required to provide capacity for a local group to lead the 
planning effort and the development and implementation 
of a ten-year regional action plan that focuses on 
conservation, identification of candidate protected 
areas, legal protection opportunities and sustainable 
management. These funds would be allocated as follows:

•
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What are Global Temperate Grasslands Worth?

The benefits of retaining 
temperate grasslands 
intact far outweigh the 
dollar value received from 
converting that land into 
agriculture or urban uses.

Guidelines and best practices for sustainable
land use planning
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We know that indigenous temperate grasslands are likely the 
least understood biome in the world.  Combined with the fact that 
grasslands are historically difficult to raise money for, we are left with 
a critical situation.  The case is clear – there is an urgent need for 
the protection and conservation of temperate grasslands.  However, 
a focused communication strategy to raise awareness with critical 
sectors, governments, funders and related non-governmental 
organizations is virtually non-existent. To achieve success this lack 
of general public awareness must be addressed. 

�¹ 	 Annual Funding Requirement: $30,000US

	 To raise public awareness globally about the need for 
temperate grasslands conservation and protection and 
to firmly place indigenous temperate grasslands on the 
global conservation agenda.  

 	

The Challenge:
Giving this agenda life 

We need your help!
Since 2007, $420,000US has been raised to support this initiative. 
In addition temperate grassland experts throughout the world have 
matched this contribution through their generous in-kind donation 
of time and scientific expertise.  Our goal is to catalyze additional 
financial support for temperate grasslands conservation among 
conservation and research institutions, key government agencies, 
the private sector, and interested donors and foundations.

In summary our five funding priorities are:

•	 To conduct a global inventory and gap analysis of temperate 
grassland protected areas.

•	


