
KEY POINTS

• Tour ism in B angladesh is mainly based 
around nature destinations. Whilst mainly 
domestic there are some foreign 
par ticipants.

• As a result the p otential impac ts of 
climate change will b e direc t, through 
destruc tion of the nature in and around 
these destinations, and indirec t, with the 

disruption to infrastruc ture and resulting 
migration to and from these places.

• As a developing sec tor adaptation is a 



INTRODUCTION

Since the 1990s, tourism has been a small but rapidly 
growing sector of the economy in Bangladesh. Still, 
Bangladesh is one of the countries in the South Asian 
region with the least arrivals with the lowest revenue 
earned from the tourism industry. Due to the potential 
of fast expansion in the tourism sector, it was identified 
as the Thrust Sector by the government. The Lonely 
Planet Guide, world’s leading publishing travel guide 
elected Bangladesh as one of the top ten interesting 
travel destinations of the world in 2009.  

In Bangladesh, real GDP growth for travel & tourism 
economy is expected to be 1.7% in 2010 and to average 
6.4% per annum over the coming 10 years. According to 
the World Travel and Tourism Council estimate, the GDP 
contribution is 3.9% (BDT 265.9bn) in 2010. Growth trend 
of tourism in current decade shows a sharp increase in 
both domestic and foreign tourists in spectacular natural 
reserves of Cox’s Bazar, the Islands in Teknaf and 
St.Martin, the largest mangroves of the Sundarban, the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, and wetlands of the Sylhet district. 
Besides these nature reserves, many cultural and 
heritage sites located across the country have been 
gradually attracting domestic and foreign tourists. 

According to Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation, there 
are at least 43 tourist destinations in Bangladesh with 
natural, cultural and archeological interests. Most of 
these destinations contain outdoor recreations on its 
natural setting, attractive to both domestic and foreign 
tourists. According to WTTC, Bangladesh Travel & 
Tourism economy is ranked as:

• 82 in absolute size worldwide;

• 173 in relative contribution to national 
economies;

• 23 in long-term (10-year) growth.

Tourism in Bangladesh is primarily characterized by 
outdoor and nature tourism peaking during the winter 
months and short public holidays. In 2005-2006 
periods, a total of 757,640 visitors travelled to different 
natural reserves and national parks. Peak period, 
recorded as November-March was 76% of total visitors 

in 2006. This is primarily a weekend tourism market, 
with travelers coming by overnight bus from Dhaka on 
Thursday night and returning to Dhaka on Saturday 
night. An example of increase of tourism in St. Martin’s 
Island indicates that 83,000 travelers visited in 2007 and 
123,390 in 2008. Bengali nature lovers interested in 
these attractions represent roughly less than 1% of the 
visitors to Cox’s Bazar and 5% of the visitors traveling to 
St. Martin’s Island in 2008.1 Thus, potential of revenues 
from tourism alone opens up a new impetus to the 
country’s growing economy. 

IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN TOURIST 
DESTINATIONS

Climate Events and Destination 

It is important to determine impacts of climate change 
through weather-climate character changes in 
identified vulnerable areas of tourist destinations. The 
following provides a brief account for perturbations for 
climate events or pattern changes on important 
destinations in Bangladesh covering coastal and 
wetlands landscapes, islands, hilly areas and forests:

• Heavy and erratic rainfall: flooding of roads, 
railways, buildings, campgrounds, slips leading to 
road closures, damage to bridges, damage to 
walking tracks, river, lake and coastline (in unison 
with high tides etc.) flooding, flash floods, 
cancellation of commercial activities.

• Strong wind, storminess: road closures, danger 
from falling trees and debris, slips, high seas close 
coastal roads, disruption to water (ferry crossing, 
scenic boat trips) and air transport (scheduled and 
scenic flights), power outages, cancellation of 
commercial activities, danger for high vehicles.

• Fog: transport disruptions, commercial activity 
cancellations.

• Drought and hot spells, long hot summer: closure 
of recreation areas, damage to road and rail 
infrastructure, road closures, fire risks, algae bloom in 
rivers, lakes and at beaches, reduced air quality from 
dust and smoke, water shortages, low lake and river 
levels (less scenic, cancellation of activities), 

1
 Mukherjee, N., & Khan, M. F. (2009). Factoring Climate Change Considerations in the Design of Padma Multipurpose Bridge. Consultancy Report 
Prepared by the Center for Environmental and Geographic Information Services (CEGIS). Bangladesh Bridge Authority, Dhaka.
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Tourist Perception vs. Experience at Destination 

Further to add on lack of understanding tourist’s 
perception on any change in destination for climate 
events, their attitudes and experiences are not yet 
accounted for assessing climate change impacts on 
tourists (individual-independent to family or package 
tour visitors). 

Tourist Satisfaction in Changing Climate 

Outdoor recreation and leisure are concentrated within 
the appropriate ‘tourist seasons’ and key weather 
thresholds or combinations which are required before 
most people are willing to participate in mainstream 
outdoor activities. Climate-specific or weather 
dependent activities are also designed based on 
human comfort and convenience. Climate change to 
tourist satisfaction will require re-defining tourist 
seasons where possible and necessitate alternative 
recreation options to continue raising or maintaining 
tourist satisfaction. 

Whilst temperature is one of the main weather 
elements to consider, optimum conditions for many 

activities depend on a much wider range of 
atmospheric conditions. Warmer winter and excessive 
summer heat may result health hazards (e.g. 
dehydration, heat strokes) to tourists requiring more 
frequent and costly closures of outdoor activities. As 
more recreation parks are being developed in remote 
areas, there will be a need for better climatic 
information and more local weather forecasting 
designed to warn of these dangers. 

The resultant impacts of climate change on tourist 
satisfaction rely heavily upon activities adjustments or 
re-orientation in tourist spots. Wider impacts on 
infrastructure that tourism providers must pay for to 
consider tourist satisfaction will impact on the taxpayer 
for infrastructure repairs and rescues for which 
accommodation and food prices can rise.  Moreover, 
activity providers sometimes need to provide more 
equipment for tourist safety and enjoyment. 

Climate Change Risks and Impacts on Bangladesh 
Major Tourist Spots

The following table gives a brief on climate change risks 
and direct and indirect impacts in some major tourist 
spots in Bangladesh:

Places Indirect impactsDirect impactsRisks

Cox’s Bazar & 
Teknaf Peninsula

Sundarban

Increased magnitude of costal 
natural disasters

Long and short-term coastal 
inundation

Loss of shorelines, land and 
increased salinity for SLR

Increased frequency of cyclones, 
storms

Loss of mangrove species

Coastal squeeze for increased 
salinity

Increasing natural coping 
period

Loss of summer tourism

Reduced local employments

High investment requirement

Shift of tourist 
destination/facilities

Loss of government revenues

No alternative to this 
destination

Causality & high mortality

Visit restriction

Loss of tourism 
infrastructures

Damage to roads, 
coastlines

Minimization of 
development activities

High degree of safety and 
efficiency requirement

Causality & high mortality 
of species

Lack of tourism facilities 
for expensive regular 
rehabilitation costs

Increased travel costs 
inside Sundarban

Loss of flagship species 
with loss of the most 
attractive tourism subject

Table: Climate Change Risks and Impacts on Major Tourist Spots in Bangladesh
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Places Indirect impactsDirect impactsRisks

North-east 
wetlands, haors & 
birdwatching 
spots

Mixed evergreen 
forests & hills in 
CHT, Sylhet, North 
eastern hills

Archeological sites

Cities, towns, ports

Increased flash floods

Untimely and high volume of 
sediment loads and silt deposits 
changing drainage condition of 
waterbodies/flows

Shift to terrestrial areas from 
wetlands

Increased mudslides, flash 
floods, sedimentation for 
non-navigable areas

Reduced or extinction of 
biodiversity

Change in landscape Droughts 
in north western hills, 
Madhupur

Physical damage & 
disappearance of vulnerable 
structures from floods, erosion 
from high winds

Flooding and water-logging 
and storms

Most vulnerable are local 
livelihoods of poor wetland 
communities

Competing interests for 
development between local 
population and tourist facility 
providers

Loss of net benefits in 
co-managed wetlands

Loss of conservation 
potentials

Lack of investments

Social unrests & change in 
social security of climate 
migrants and indigenous 
communities

Shift of tourist 
destination/facilities

Less importance on highly 
damaged sites for renovation

No alternative to this 
destination

Losses reflecting on national 
income

Restructuring and costly 
rehabilitation requirement

Loss of habitats for 
wetland species, fisheries

Change in species 
composition, mainly 
aquatic

Causality & high 
mortality of species

Loss of international & 
domestic visitors

Migration of people and 
species

Loss of indigenous 
cultures

Loss of tourists

Loss of local income

Accelerated deterioration 
of ancient sites

High degree of safety 
and efficiency 
requirement

Causality & high mortality

Physical damage 
affecting all aspects of 
mobility and services

High degree of safety and 
efficiency requirement

Islands, chars Increasing disasters in 
short-term

SLR threatening existence of 
islands

Sandy chars affected by 
drought

Poorer coastal communities

Social unrest relating to 
floating population in tourist 
spots

High investments to 
infrastructures

Shift of tourist 
destination/facilities

Causality & high mortality

Land, habitat to livelihood 
distress

High degree of safety and 
efficiency requirement
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• Lack of availability of resources such as 
in-house expertise;

• Social/cultural/financial rigidity and conflicts;

• Short-term nature of planning horizons, 
necessity of realising return on investment;

• Level of uncertainty.

FINANCING ADAPTATION IN THE TOURISM 
SECTOR  

By Decision 1/COP13, the Bali Action Plan in 2007 had 
set out four components of which finance constitute a 
fundamental element. In current climate change 
negotiations on-going activities on finance include – 
mechanism of channelling funds and fund flows, 
institutional arrangement and responsibility 
identification, cluster identification for fund allocation, 
actors in financing, developing knowledge on possible 
financing instruments and policy reform needs, 
implementation of environmental policy instruments 
and voluntary contribution as mitigation strategies by 
the developed countries. Most of the international 
funds to reduce climate change risks and impacts are 
focused on tourism-based threatened nations such as 
the Small Island States, tourism-service based diverse 
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