
 

Though the ‘UN a d h o c  o pen - ended i nformal w orking g roup on b iodiversity beyond national jurisdiction ’ 

began it s work in 2006, little progress was made until 2011  when the G77 and the European Union 

agre ed to call for a comprehensive ‘implementing agreement ’ under  the  U nited Nations Convention on 

t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  S e a  ( U NCLOS )  b a s e d  o n  t h e s e  f i v e  e l e m e n t s .   

 

In 2012, further progress was made, when Heads of States and Go v e r n m e n t s  at the  Rio+20 c o n f e r e n c e  

c o m m i t t e d  t o  t a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  n e w  t r e a t y  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  2 0 1 5 .   

 

Since Rio+20, the UN Informal Working Group has been deliberating the scope, paramet ers and 

feasibility of a new international instrument u nder UNCLOS. Its  January 2015 meeting was charged with 

d e v e l o p i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o n  w h e t h e r  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  l a u n c h  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

 

This positive decision at the UN meeting followed a suite of harsh news last week on the increasing 

impacts  of humans on the ocean, including the remote ocean beyond national boundaries. According to 

a paper in the journal Science, humans have profoundly decreased the abundance of both large and 
small marine animals, from whales to anchovies. Such declines can generate waves of ecological change 
that travel both up and down marine food webs and can alter ocean ecosystem functioning.* This 
ecosystem simplification can further undermine animals’ ability to respond and adapt to climate 
change. 
 
To make matters worse, it was also revealed that in addition to 2014 being the hottest year on record 
on land, the oceans are heating much faster than expected. The 


