
The world is increasingly urban and if current trends continue by 2050 the global urban population is estimated 
to nearly double to around 6.5 billions. This presents unprecedented challenges for both halting biodiversity loss 
and fostering sustainable urban development, but it also offers opportunities. Nature-based solutions present 
novel ways to employ biodiversity and ecosystems to address some of the most pressing challenges, such as 
climate change, water and food security.

At the request of the parties of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity, and with strong support 
from the URBES partners, an international team of scientists has produced the Cities and Biodiversity Outlook. 
This is the first  scientific assessment of how global urbanization trends affect biodiversity and ecosystem 
dynamics. It explains how biodiversity and ecosystem services can be managed and restored in innovative ways 
to reduce the vulnerability of cities to climate change and other disturbances. It also provides decision-makers, 
urban planners and experts with practical guidelines, highlighting the complementary roles of authorities on 
national, sub-national and local levels in preserving biodiversity in cities as well as in distant places.

The Cities and Biodiversity Outlook

URban Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services www.urbesproject.org
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Contact:
 
Thomas Elmqvist
Stockholm Resilience Centre
Kräftriket 9A
11419 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: +46 (0)705264806
info@urbesproject.org
www.urbesproject.orgThis factsheet is part of a series of factsheets produced by the URBES project.

P
rin

te
d 

in
 N

ov
em

be
r 

20
13

.
Th

e 
co

nt
en

ts
 o

f t
hi

s 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

n 
ar

e 
th

e 
so

le
 re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
m

pl
em

en
tin

g 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
.

Publication initiated by

Project partners

Project donor


