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    There’s no better route to civic  
understanding than visiting   
      our national parks. They’re who 
we are and where we’ve been. 

— Commissioner sandra day o’Connor

viSitorS learn about earlY power looMS at the boott cotton MillS MuSeuM  

in lowell national hiStorical park, MaSSachuSettS.





      To lead the country in restoring  
our degraded lands and waters,  
          the National Park Service must be 
a trusted scientific authority. 

— Commissioner riTa Colwell

StudentS





     You can read millions of words   
            about the Civil War. Only 
standing on the battlefields will you 
      really begin to understand it. 

— Commissioner James mCPherson

a volunteer lightS candleS to honor fallen SoldierS  

at gettYSburg national MilitarY park, pennSYlvania.





Michael nicholS, national geographic Stock









together across the nation and the con-
tinent. Lived-in landscapes will be an 
integral part of these great corridors  
of conservation. 

Clearly defining itself as an educa-
tional institution, the National Park 
Service will be committed in purpose, 
organizational structure, and opera-
tions to facilitating behavior friendly to 
the Earth. As we become a more urban  
people, we must not lose our connec-
tion to the natural world. Lifelong 
learning opportunities will also foster 
engagement in the nation’s civic life. 
As the nation becomes more multicul-
tural, there is a need to instill a sense of 
common heritage as Americans. Every-
one should be able to walk in the foot-
steps of our history. The Park Service 
will manifest a deep understanding 
of America’s cultural pluralism, with 
its leaders, workforce, and program-
ming reflecting that we are a nation 
of many traditions and points of view. 
The Park Service will invite all people 
to experience the parks and extend 
oppor 





His portrait preserved 
at Gettysburg, Sgt. 
George Dean, 62nd  
Infantry Regiment,  
U.S. Colored Troops, 
was among 220,000 
black men, two-thirds 
former slaves, who 
served in the Union 
Army. Dean survived 
the war and went home 
to Missouri, where 
members of his regi ment 
helped fund a school for 
freed slaves—now 
Lincoln University.





New parks have also been created to 
protect precious—but less tangible—
aspects of our shared heritage. Weir 
Farm National Historic Site in Con-
necticut preserves a landscape key to 
the development of American Impres-
sionist painting. New Orleans Jazz 
National Historical Park in Louisiana 
preserves the native ground of a unique 
American musical form that has spread 
around the world.

In the 1960s, a half-century a�er its 
creation, the National Park Service had 
become widely recognized as a source 
of experience and expertise in conser-
vation, recreation, and heritage pres-
ervation, and Congress directed the 
Service to lead and assist others engaged 
in similar e�orts. �e National Historic 
Landmarks program was followed by 
the National Register of Historic Places,  
which now extends national recogni-
tion to 1.3 million properties across the 
United States. Today the Park Service 
provides technical assistance and grants  
to state, local, and tribal governments, 
and community partners. �e Service 
also administers a program provid-
ing tax incentives for rehabilitating 
historic commercial properties that 
attracts private-sector investment aver-
aging in excess of two billion dollars 

a year. And when the first National 
Heritage Areas—large collaborative 
landscape and heritage conservation 
e�orts—were created at the end of the 
20th century, community and regional 
leaders drew on Park Service expertise 
to help with planning, preservation,  
and programming. 

In recent years our country and the 
Park Service have recognized that impor-
tant stories have long been missing from 
the chronicle embedded in our parks. 
The Selma to Montgomery National  
Historic Trail commemorates the 1965 
Voting Rights March in Alabama. Civil  
War battlefield park programs now  
address the causes and consequences 
of the war, including slavery and eman-
cipation, along with their traditional 
military narratives. Cane River Creole  
National Historical Park nurtures un-
der













terrorist attacks, and the Hurricane 
Katrina disaster four years later, pub-
lic agencies at every level recognized 
the need to engage in cooperative and 
continuing e�orts to improve national, 









Summer heat can’t  
sap the energy of L.A. 
kids at Paramount 
Ranch, a piece of movie 
history preserved by 
the park. “Every child 
should have a chance  
to connect with a  
special place,” says 
Santa Monica Super-
intendent Woody 





















Getting stuck in a 
buffalo traffic jam is a 
distinctly Yellowstone 
experience, but out
side park boundaries 
these iconic animals 
are still at risk. In the 
winter of 2007 there 
were 4,700 bison in the 
park. “Then the spring 
migration started,” 
recalls former NPS 
chief scientist Mike 
Soukup. “Outside the 
park, 1,700 bison were 
shot. The Yellowstone  
herd is the most im
por  tant reservoir of 
intact wild American 
bison genetic diversity 
we have left, so for a 
conservationist, that’s 
a terrible loss.”

Yellowstone’s 2.2 million acres seem almost too large to grasp. But to a bison 

or a bear, they’re not big enough. grizzlies need two to three times that much 

wilderness to sustain a viable population, which is why most bears in yellowstone 

don’t live just in the park. like all national parks—whatever their size—yellowstone 

is a relatively small part of a much larger ecosystem, which includes e es





– Ecological restoration areas: heavily impacted landscapes with the  
potential to be restored to near-natural conditions, and to serve as 
demonstration areas, especially near cities. 

– Recommendations for streamlining the process for studying and  
proposing additions to the national park system.

authorize, clearly define, and base fund a system of National Heritage 
Areas. Encourage, where possible, the establishment of heritage areas in 
association with national parks.

affirm in legislation that education is central to the success of the  
National Park Service mission, and that the Service has a fundamental role 
to play in American education over the next century.

Promote stronger ConneCtions and greater partnership opportuni-
ties among the national parks and primary and secondary schools, colleges 
and universities, and other community-based educational institutions.

enhanCe the national Parks brand recognition and promote pub-
lic awareness that all units are part of the same system, by substantially 
reducing the more than two dozen different park titles currently used.

The National Park Service should:
invite all ameriCans to build a personal connection with the parks, 
placing high priority on engaging diverse audiences through its operations 
and programming. 

offer oPPortunities for recreation, learning, and service, that are  
relevant to visitors’ interests, integral to their cultures, and foster appropri-
ate enjoyment for all. 

enhanCe its CaPaCity to provide life-long, place-based learning across 
the system. 

efforts should inClude:
– Breaking down internal barriers between, and strengthening  

programmatic relationships among, the 





to build an effective, responsive,  
and accountable 21st-century  
national park service, 
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