more cost-effective than trying to tackle them
once they have become established and
threaten biodiversity and human health.
Human, animal and plant health controls
have been established but need to be imple-
mented more effectively. The World Trade
Organization should be working with the
CBD and the World Health Organization to
address issues of invasive alien species that
may be harmful to human health and biodi-
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We already have several tools available to
use in our campaign to conserve medicinal bio-
diversity. Protected areas are important for con-
serving medicinal species and should explicitly
recognise those species found within them,
identify their range and populations, and edu-
cate the public about their importance. A
national system of protected areas can serve as
an antidote to habitat destruction and a means
of adapting to climate change as well as main-
tain ecosystem functions. Nearly all countries
have protected area systems but these need to
be expanded and managed more effectively if
they are to make the maximum contribution
to biodiversity conservation and human health.

Indigenous peoples have identified
almost all of the medicinal species that exist
within their territories and many still depend
on them for their healthcare, yet the tradi-
tional knowledge which is passed on from
generation to generation may be even more
seriously threatened than biodiversity. We
therefore need stronger efforts to conserve the
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entire package of both medicinal biodiversity
and cultural knowledge. Central to this is
implementation of CBD provisions on access
to genetic resources and benefit sharing.

Different stakeholder groups naturally
have different interests in medicinal species.
Those concerned with nature conservation
focus on habitat protection, susta



