Melting mountains




up two very different images. The first

is that of a green paradise nestled in the
Himalayas, famed for its apples, apricots, saf-
fron, and the Raj-era houseboats serenely
floating in Srinagar’s Dal Lake. The second is
that of a war-torn hellhole split between India
and Pakistan, a source of unending antipathy
and conflict between the two nuclear-armed

The name Kashmir invariably conjures
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