


 
www.phytotradeafrica.com 

 

Gus Le Breton, Oct 2008          2                                                   Drylands Natural Products 

 

Natural Products as a Viable Alternative 
 
Despite this depressing prognosis, all is not lost for Southern Africa. There are 
alternatives. We just need to know where to find them. 
 
If poverty is Southern Africa’s curse, biodiversity is its blessing. This it has in 
abundance. There are over 30,000 plant species in Southern Africa, encompassing eight 
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