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Afrithelphusa monodosa. Endangered. © Piotr Naskrecki 
 

Biodiversity within inland water ecosystems in western Africa is both highly diverse and of great 
regional importance to livelihoods and economies. However, western Africa is currently undergoing 
huge levels of development, with a population which is projected to double by 2050 to over 600 million 
people. Development activities are not always compatible with the conservation of this diversity and it 
is poorly represented within the development planning process. One of the main reasons cited for 
inadequate representation of biodiversity is a lack of readily available information on the status and 
distribution of inland water taxa. In response to this need for information, the IUCN Species 
Programme, in collaboration with Wetlands International conducted a regional assessment of the 
status and distribution of 1,395 taxa of freshwater fishes, molluscs, odonates, crabs, and selected 
families of aquatic plants from across western Africa. 
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Summary of Key Findings  
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Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) and Environmental Flows  

http://www.gwptoolbox.org/?ggeviewmode=surf&ggeviewmode=surf�
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