


 
And there is a new threat to the Mekong Delta: the construction of dams on the Mekong 
River.  Globally, all deltas are sinking naturally because of sediment compaction.  What 
keeps them above water is the inflow of fresh sediment.  But if dams are built, the sediment 
supply is cut off, and the delta sinks under the ocean.  This is what has happened to the 
Mississippi Delta and is predicted to happen to the Mekong Delta under current scenarios.  
The rate of sinking will be even faster than the rate of sea level rise predicted in climate 
change scenarios, and the two forces combined could lead to a rapid land loss. 
 
To address these threats requires strong government leadership because maintaining the 
Mekong Delta in a more natural state means relaxing rice production targets and dealing 
with complex international waters issues.   
 
IUCN would like to continue to support MONRE’s efforts to increase the number of RAMSAR 
sites and strengthen wetlands conservation in Viet Nam.  
 
Thank you. 

 





nhân văn mà chúng ta phɠi trɠ cŸng ÿang tăng lên khi viʄc làm này gây giɠm mͱc nɉ͛c 
ngɤm, suy giɠm chɢt lɉͣng nɉ͛c ng͍t, ô nhiʂm thu͑c trͫ sâu trong ÿɢn2 1 Tf
-0.0007 TcTw 10.98 0 0 10.98 4355916.98225 745.76086 Tw 16f
-01353C 10.98 0 0 10.98 72.004r.98 313.54295 759.02.(Tw 10.98 0 0 10.98 404.52133 745.76086 Tm98 461.821 Tw 10.98 0 0 10.98 40p840y g)Tj
020y.32 10.98 0 0 10.98 416.6m8016.0 0 10.98 4355916591 71  Tw 98 m9.02.(Tw 10.98 2Tm
85.2 m)364 n2 1 Tf
 0 0 10.91395 759.0578 m9.02.(Tw 10.98 2Tmm
(ng))Tj
3
(nv)T9 1 Tfkh0.98 .821 Tw 10.98 0 0 10.98 40p840y g


