





l. Preamble/Stage Setting

1. We, the heads of State and Government, having met at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from
20-22 June 2012, resolve to work together for a prosperous, secure and sustainable future for
our people and our planet.

2. We reaffirm our determination to free humanity from hunger and want through the
eradication of all forms of poverty and strive for societies which are just, equitable and
inclusive, for economic stability and growth that benefits all.

3. We are committed to making every effort to accelerate progress in achieving the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals by
2015, thus improving the lives of the poorest people.

4, We are also committed to enhancing cooperation and addressing the ongoing and
emerging issues in ways which will enhance opportunities for all, be centred on human
development while preserving and protecting the life support system of our common home,
our shared planet.

5. We urge bold and decisive action on the objective and themes for the conference. We
renew our commitment to sustainable development and express our determination to pursue
the green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. We
further affirm our resolve to strengthen the institutional framework for sustainable
development. Taken together our actions should fill the implementation gaps and achieve
greater integration among the three pillars of sustainable development — the economic, the
social and the environmental.

I1. Renewing Political Commitment

[A. Reaffirming Rio principles and past action plans]

6. We reaffirm that we continue to be guided by the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and with full respect for international law and its principles.

7. We reaffirm our commitment to advance progress in implementation of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further
Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development
and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the
Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy for Implementation. The Rio






organisations, local authorities, workers and trade unions, business and industry, the scientific
and technological community, and farmers — to play a meaningful role at all levels. It is
important to enable all members of civil society to be actively engaged in sustainable
development by incorporating their specific knowledge and practical know-how into national
and local policy making. In this regard, we also acknowledge the









¢) To gradually eliminate subsidies that have



B. GA, ECOSOC, CSD, SDC proposal
[General Assembly]

45.  We reaffirm the central role of the General Assembly as the highest policy-making
body, and call for it to further integrate sustainable development as a key element of the
overarching framework for United Nations activities.

[Economic and Social Council]

46.  We reaffirm that the Economic and Social Council is a central mechanism for the
coordination of the United Nations system and its specialized agencies and supervision of its
subsidiary bodies, in particular its functional commissions.

47. We also reaffirm that ECOSOC is a central forum for intergovernmental deliberations
on economic and social issues, and provides guidance and coordination to the UN system’s
operational activities for development in the field.

48.  We agree to promote the role of ECOSOC in the integration of the three pillars of
sustainable development including by making better use of the coordination segment of
ECOSOC for monitoring implementation of agreements on sustainable development and,
similarly, making use of the ECOSOC operational activities and humanitarian segments to
promote mainstreaming of sustainable development into programmes of UN agencies and
programmes.

[Commission on Sustainable Development]

49.  We reaffirm the role of the Commission on Sustainable Development as the high level
commission on sustainable development in the United Nations system. We agree to consider
options for improving the working methods, the agenda and programme of work of the
Commission to better facilitate, promote, and coordinate sustainable development
implementation, including measures to ensure more focused, balanced and responsive
engagement with a more limited set of issues, and enhanced implementation of its decisions.



C. UNEP, specialized agency on environment proposal, IFls, United Nations
operational activities at country level

50.  We reaffirm the need to strengthen international environmental governance within the
context of the institutional framework for sustainable development, in order to promote a
balanced integration of the economic, social and environmental pillars of sustainable
development, and to this end:

51.  We agree to strengthen the capacity of UNEP to fulfil its mandate by establishing
universal membership in its Governing Council and call for significantly increasing its
financial base to deepen policy coordination and enhance means of implementation.

OR

51 alt. We resolve to establish a UN specialized agency for the environment with universal
membership of its Governing Council, based on UNEP, with a revised and strengthened
mandate, supported by stable, adequate and predictable financial contributions and operating
on an equal footing with other UN specialized agencies. This agency, based in Nairobi,
would cooperate closely with other specialized agencies.

52. We stress the need for a regular review of the state of the planet and the Earth’s
carrying capacity and request the Secretary-General to coordinate the preparation of such a
review in consultation with relevant international organizations and the UN system.

53.  We call for the scientific basis for decision making to be strengthened across the UN
system and recognise that the interface between science and policy-making should be
enhanced.

54.  We recognize that sustainable development must be given due consideration by the
International Financial Institutions, especially the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, the regional development banks, UNCTAD and the World Trade
Organization in regulating global trade. In that regard, we request the international financial
institutions to review their programmatic strategies to ensure the provision of better support
to developing countries for the implementation of sustainable development.

55.  We recognize that coordination and cooperation among the MEAs are needed in order
to, inter alia, address policy fragmentation and avoid overlap and duplication. We welcome
the work already undertaken to enhance synergies among the three conventions in the
chemicals and waste cluster. We call for further measures to enhance coordination and
cooperation among MEAs in other clusters.

56.  We emphasise the need to strengthen operational activities for sustainable
development, especially the delivery of the UN system in the field.

57.  We agree to further consider the establishment of an Ombudsperson, or High
Commissioner for Future Generations, to promote sustainable development.

58.  We agree to take steps to give further effect to Rio Princi
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allows for broad inclusion. In this regard, we commit to enhanced infrastructure investment
which promotes sustainable development.

76. Understanding that building green economies will depend critically on creating green
jobs, we agree to take the following measures:

a) improve knowledge of green jobs trends and developments, and integrate
relevant data into national economic statistics;

b) address potential skills shortages through skills mapping and promoting of
green jobs training programs;

c) putin place an enabling environment for robust creation of decent jobs by
private enterprises investing in the green economy, including by small and
medium enterprises.

77.  We stress the need to provide social protection to all members of society, including
those who are not employed in the formal economy. In this regard, we strongly encourage
national and local initiatives aimed at providing a social protection floor for all citizens.

[Oceans and Seas, SIDS]

78.  We recognize that oceans are critical to sustaining Earth’s life support systems.
Careless exploitation of the oceans and their resources puts at risk the ability of oceans to
continue to provide food, other economic benefits and environmental services to humankind.
We stress the importance of the conservation, sustainable management and equitable sharing
of marine and ocean resources. We also recognize the significant economic, social and
environmental contribution of coral reefs to island and coastal States, and support
cooperation based on the Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI), and the International Coral Reef
Initiative (ICRI).

79.  We endorse the Regular Process for the Global Marine Assessment as a credible,
robust process, and support the completion of its first global integrated assessment of the
state of the marine environment by 2014. We call for consideration of assessment findings in
formulation of national, regional and global oceans policy.

80.  We note the establishment by the UN General Assembly of an Ad Hoc Open-ended
Informal Working Group to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction, and we agree to initiate, as
soon as possible, the negotiation of an implementing agreement to UNCLOS that would
address the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond national
jurisdiction.

81.  We call on countries to advance implementation of the Global Programme of Action
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, including further
capacity-building and mobilization of resources for investment in treatment of human wastes
and waste water and to develop a global action plan to combat marine litter and pollution.

82.  We also propose to implement an international observing network for ocean
acidification and to work collectively to prevent further ocean acidification.

83.  We note that despite agreement to restore global fish stocks to sustainable levels by
2015, many stocks continue to be depleted unsustainably. We call upon States to re-commit
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to maintaining or restoring depleted fish stocks to sustainable levels and to further commit to
implementing science-based management plans to rebuild stocks by 2015.

84.  We urge countries to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated (1UU) fishing by
adopting and implementing effective tools, in accordance with international law. We note the
agreement on port state measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and

unregulated fishing approved by FAO in 2009 and urge States that have not yet acceded to
the agreement to do so.
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91.  We welcome the Nagoya Protocol adopted at the tenth meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity. We support mainstreaming of biodiversity and
ecosystem services in policies and decision-making processes at international, regional and
national levels, and encourage investments in natural capital through appropriate incentives
and policies, which support a sustainable and equitable use of biological diversity and
ecosystems.

[Land degradation and desertification]

92. We recognize the economic and social significance of land, particularly its
contribution to growth, food security, and poverty eradication, and note that the intensity of
desertification of most of Africa’s arable land is a serious challenge to sustainable
development in the region. We call for enhanced support by the international community to
the implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

93.  We agree to support partnerships and initiatives for the safeguarding of soil resources
such as the Global Soil Partnership (GSP). We also encourage scientific studies and
initiatives aimed at raising wider awareness of the economic benefits of sustainable land
management policies that achieve healthy and productive land and soil.

[Mountains]

94.  We recognize that mountains are highly vulnerable to global changes such as climate
change, and are often home to communities including of indigenous peoples, who have
developed sustainable uses of their resources yet are often marginalized, sometimes with high
poverty rates, exposure to natural risks and food insecurity. We recognize the benefits
derived from mountains and their associated ecosystems. We also recognize the need to
explore global, regional, national, and local mechanisms to compensate and reward mountain
communities for the services they provide through ecosystem protection.

[Chemicals and waste]

95.  We call for strengthening the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM), to step up efforts toward4 Tw9,006J0sbust, coherent, effective and
efficient international regime for chemicals throughout their lifecycle. Sustainable and
adequate long-term funding will be important to assist developing countries with sound
chemical and waste management through an integrated approach.

96.  We commend the increased coordination and cooperation among the Basel
Convention, the Rotterdam Convention and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants, and call for public-private partnerships aiming to enhance capacity and technology
for environmentally sound waste management. We also note with concern the emerging
challenges of electronic waste and plastics in the marine environment, which should be
addressed inter alia through appropriate programmes and environmentally sound technologies
for material and energy recovery.
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[Education]

98.  We recognize that access by all people to quality education is an essential condition
for sustainable development and social inclusion. We commit to strengthening the
contribution of our education systems to the pursuit of sustainable development, including
through enhanced teacher training and curricula development.
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ensuring that aid is effective, accountable and responsive to the needs and priorities of
developing countries. There is a need for greater coherence at both the international and
national levels, including effective oversight of resources to ensure that developing countries
have steady and predictable access to adequate financing, including by the private sector, to
promote sustainable development.

115.  We welcome the ongoing efforts to strengthen and support South-South cooperation
and triangular cooperation. We stress that South-South cooperation is not a substitute for, but
rather a complement to, North-South cooperation. We also stress that triangular cooperation
should be further utilized as an effective modality for development cooperation.

116.  We reaffirm the key role of the private sector in promoting sustainable development
including through multi-stakeholder partnerships. Public policy should create a stable
investment climate and regulatory framework conducive to long-term investment and socially
and environmentally responsible behaviour by business and industry.

117.  We call for the Global Environment Facility to be strengthened, with regularity in
funding flows and reform of governance processes towards more transparent and democratic
systems. We urge simplification of procedures and assistance to the least developed countries
and SIDS in accessing resources from the GEF.

[Science and Technology]

118. We reaffirm the commitments related to science and technology contained in the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development, Agenda 21 and in the outcomes of other
major United Nations Summits and Conferences.

119.  We recognize the importance of strengthening the scientific, technological and
innovation capacities of countries to promote sustainable development. In this regard, we
stress the need for effective mechanisms, enhanced means, appropriate enabling
environments, and the removal of obstacles to the scaling up of the development and transfer
of technology to developing countries.

120. We agree to strengthen international cooperation conducive to investment and
technology transfer, development and diffusion.

[Capacity Building]

121.  We reaffirm the need for providing support to existing regional and sub-regional
structures and mechanisms in developing countries and encouraging their creation, where
needed, with the aim of facilitating cooperation and the exchange of information, including
capacity building, exchange of experiences and expertise to advance the implementation of
the decisions at regional and sub regional levels.

122.  We call for the immediate implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology
Support and Capacity Building.

123.  We urge the participation and representation of scientists from developing countries
in processes related to global environmental and sustainable development assessment to
strengthen scientific capacities in these countries.
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[Trade]

124.  We urge the members of the WTO to redouble efforts to achieve a universal, rules-
based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system and for an early
balanced, ambitious and development-oriented outcome of the Doha Development Round of
multilateral trade negotiations. We call for the full realization of the commitments made in
the 2005 Hong-Kong Ministerial Declaration of the WTO in favour of the least developed
countries.

125.  We reaffirm that there is an urgent need for the international economic and financial
institutions to work together to ensure that developing countries, particularly the least
developed countries, are able to benefit from the advantages of the multilateral trade system
and their integration into global markets.

126. We support the eventual phase out of market distorting and environmentally harmful
subsidies that impede the transition to sustainable development, including those on fossil
fuels, agriculture and fisheries, with safeguards to protect vulnerable groups.

127. We support the trade capacity building and facilitation activities of international and
regional organizations which would assist developing countries, particularly the least
developed countries, in identifying and seizing new export opportunities, including those
created by the transition towards a green economy.

[Registry/compendium of commitments]
128.  We welcome the voluntary commitments made at Rio+20 and invite the Secretary-

General to compile them in a registry/compendium that will serve as an accountability
framework.
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